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Nature and environment  I. 

For millions of years, the atmosphere, the hydrosphere, the 

litosphere and the biosphere have been in balance on the Earth. 

These four parts make up what we call the Earth´s environment. 

Atmosphere – all the gases that make up the air including the 

weather systems, the greenhouse gases and the ozone layer. 

Litosphere – all the rocks in and on the Earth.  

Hydrosphere – all the water in the seas, rivers, lakes and soils. 

Biosphere – all the living organisms on the Earth. Organisms include 

viruses and bacteria right up to plants and animals (including 

humans). 

For million years ago, humans first walked on the Earth´s surface. We 

have a highly developed brain. We learn quickly and can plan for the 

future. We soon began to change the balance of the environment in 

our favor. The number of people on the Earth is growing each year 

making our environment problems worse. The main ones are:  

 Global warming 

 The ozone hole 

 Cutting down the rainforest – deforestation 

 Toxic pollution 

 Acid rain 

 



 

 
 

 

Many people believe we are destroying the environment. If you 

destroy something, you damage it so badly, it does not exist 

anymore. 

For example: Cars and factories pollute the air, i.e. – make the air 

dirty. 

We continue to cut down rainforests and increase the danger of 

global warming. 

It causes an increase in temperature because of increased carbon 

dioxide around earth.  

How can the planet survive? 

 We must save natural resources. 

 We must not waste natural resources. 

 We must not throw away bottles and cans. 

 We must protect animals and plants. 

 



 

 
 

VOCABULARY 

 

in balance v rovnováze 

make up tvořit 

include zahrnovat 

surface povrch 

humans lidské bytosti 

highly developed vysoce rozvinuté 

grow-grew-grown růst 

in our favor V náš prospěch 

deforestation odlesnění 

carbon dioxide oxid uhličitý 

survive přežít 

save zachránit 

waste odpad, plýtvat 

natural resources přírodní zdroje 

 


