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TAIGA 

A taiga, also called a boreal forest or northern coniferous forest, is a cold 

woodland or forest. This biome span the northern parts of North America, 

Europe, and Asia. Taigas are generally located south of tundras and 

north of temperate deciduous forests and temperate grasslands. The 

taiga is the largest land biome on Earth, covering about 50 million acres 

of land (20 million hectares); this is about 17% of the Earth's land area. 

Taiga is a Russian word for marshy pine forest. There are two types of 

taigas: open woodlands with widely spaced trees, and dense forests 

whose floor is generally in shade. 

The taiga is characterized by a cold, harsh climate, a low rate of 

precipitation (snow and rain), and short growing season.  

Within this biome, there is a wide range of temperatures between winter 

and summer seasons. Winters are long and cold, and the summers are 

short and cool. The average temperatures are from about - 5 to 5 

degrees. 

Precipitation is moderately high throughout the year with snow occurring 

during the winter months. It varies from about 20 cm to over 200 cm per 

year.  

With snowmelt and low temperatures, there is little evaporation in the 

summer, so the ground is usually very moist during the growing season. 

Extremely long day length in summer is also suitable for explosive plant 

growth. 



 

 
 

The soil found in the taiga is low in nutrients and high in acid. It is also 

rocky and covered with undecayed leaf litter. Patches of permafrost can 

also be found in areas of the taiga. 

PLANTS IN TAIGA 

The taiga is very cold so there is not a large variety of plant life. 

The forests of the taiga are largely coniferous, dominated by larch, 

spruce, fir, and pine. Evergreen species in the taiga (spruce, fir, and 

pine) have a number of adaptations specifically for survival in harsh taiga 

winter. Some of these adaptations include their shape, leaf type, root 

system, and colour. Evergreen trees are cone-shaped to help snow slide 

off them so the branches won't break. The leaves or needles of 

evergreen trees lose less water than other kinds of leaves. Evergreen 

needles do not contain very much sap and this reduces the risk of needle 

damage from freezing temperatures. The dark green colour of the 

needles absorbs the sunlight, and since the needles are always present, 

once temperature gets warmer, photosynthesis begins quickly. 

although larch is deciduous, it is the most cold-tolerant of all trees. 

Taigas also have some small-leaved deciduous trees like birch, alder, 

willow, and poplar; mostly in areas escaping the most extreme winter 

cold. Birches and alders are very flexible and don't break easily when 

covered with ice and snow! 

 

 



 

 
 

ANIMALS IN TAIGA 

Taigas are relatively low in animal diversity because of the harsh winters. 

Some taiga animals are able to cope with the cold winter environment, 

but many migrate south to warmer climates during the winter and others 

go into hibernation.  

Some animals found in taiga: 

 Mammals: moose, reindeer/caribou, elk, roe deer,beaver, squirrel, 

mountain hare, bears (black bear, grizzly bear), lynx, wolf, fox, 

weasel, raccoon 

 Birds: Siberian Thrush, White-throated Sparrow, Golden Eagle, 

Raven, hawk 

 Insects: 32,000 species in Canada´s boreal forest 

 Fish: 130 species in Canada´s boreal forest 
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