
 

 
 

CONIFEROUS TREES  

Odborná angličtina pro 2. ročník 

Střední lesnická škola Hranice, Jurikova 588 

Autor modulu:  Mgr. Jaroslava Jalůvková 



 

 
 

CONIFEROUS TREES  

The conifers, or evergreens, keep their leaves green all 

the time by growing new leaves just behind the old ones. 

When the old ones drop off, there are always others to 

take their places. They have thin, needle-like leaves and cones.  

A CONE  is the reproductive structure of the conifers or cone-bearing 

trees. Usually the cones are male or female, and both types are normally 

found on one tree. A cone is made up of a series of overlapping scales 

(really special leaves) attached to a central stalk. The scales of the male 

cones bear pollen sacs, and the female cones bear ovules  (which after 

fertilization will become seeds). In dry weather the scales open and 

pollen is blown on to the female cones, which then shut. After the 

fertilized ovule has grown, the female cones open again and the seed, 

now complete with a little “wing”, is blown by the wind. If it lands on 

suitable ground, it will germinate into a conifer. 

The conifers are usually tall trees found in the temperate or cooler parts 

of the world. They are quick growing trees, often planted where timber or 

ornamental trees are required quickly. 

Among the best-known conifers are the pines, spruces, larches, 

cedars, firs and yew.  

 

 

 



 

 
 

PINE  

          

Pines are trees in the genus Pinus. They are the most common species 

of a tree in the Northern Hemisphere. There are about 115 species of 

pine. Pines are evergreen, resinous trees growing 3 – 80 m tall, with the 

majority of species reaching 15 – 45 m tall. Pines have straight stems 

and large spreading branches. The bark is thick and scaly and the sap is 

sticky. Pine trees are conifers, bearing their seeds in cones. The leaves 

are needle-like (needles), and usually grow in clusters along the resinous 

stems. They usually have both female and male cones on the same tree. 

Each cone has numerous spirally arranged scales, with two seeds on 

each fertile scale. Their seeds have no strong protective covering – and 

so, with other evergreens, pines belong to the naked-seed order.  

Pines are valued for their timber and wood pulp. The timber is denser, 

more resinous and more durable than spruce. Pine wood is widely used 

for producing furniture, window frames, floors and roofing etc. Pines are 

also commercially grown and harvested for Christmas trees. 

 

 



 

 
 

SPRUCE 

             

It is a tree of the genus Picea, a genus of about 35 species. It is found in 

the northern temperate and boreal (taiga) regions of the Earth. Spruces 

are large trees, from 20–60 metres tall when mature, and can be 

distinguished by their whorled branches and conical form. The needles, 

or leaves, of spruce trees are attached singly to the branches in a spiral 

fashion. The needles are shed when they are 4–10 years old. Its wood is 

used for producing paper because it has long wood fibres which bind 

together to make strong paper. Spruce is also useful as a building wood 

and as a tonewood in many musical instruments (guitars, mandolins, 

cellos, violins). 

FIRS (Abies) 

                              



 

 
 

Firs are a genus of 48-55 species of evergreen conifers in the family 

Pinaceae. They are found through much of North and Central America, 

Europe, Asia, and North Africa. They reach heights of 10–80 m tall when 

mature. Firs can be distinguished from other members of the pine family 

by their needle-like leaves, attached to the twig by a base that resembles 

a small suction cup; and by erect, cylindrical cones 5–25 cm long that 

disintegrate at maturity to release the winged seeds. The wood of most 

firs is considered unsuitable for general timber use, and is often used as 

pulp or for the manufacture of plywood. Because this genus has no 

insect or decay resistance qualities after logging, it is generally 

recommended for construction purposes as indoor use only. Firs are 

very popular Christmas trees, generally considered to be the best trees 

for this purpose, with aromatic foliage that does not shed many needles 

on drying out. Some of the most common fir trees are the silver fir, the 

giant fir and the balsam fir of North America, and the nikko fir of Japan. 

LARCH 

       

Larches are conifers in the genus Larix, in the family Pinaceae. There 

are 10–15 species. They grow from 15 to 50m tall and they are native to 

much of the cooler temperate northern hemisphere, on lowlands in the 



 

 
 

north and high on mountains further south. Larch are among the 

dominant plants in the huge boreal forests of Russia and Canada. 

Although a conifer, the larch is a deciduous tree and loses its leaves in 

the autumn. The leaves are needle-like, 2–5 centimetres long. They are 

borne singly, spirally arranged on the long shoots, and in dense clusters 

of 20–50 needles on the short shoots. The needles turn yellow and fall in 

the late autumn, leaving the trees leafless through the winter. Larch 

cones are erect, small, 1–9 cm long, green or purple, ripening brown 5–8 

months after pollination. Larch is a wood valued for its tough, waterproof 

and durable qualities; top quality knot-free timber is in great demand for 

building yachts and other small boats, for exterior cladding of buildings 

and interior panelling. The timber is resistant to rot when in contact with 

the ground, and is suitable for use as posts and in fencing. Larch has 

also been used in herbal medicine. 

 


