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DECIDUOUS TREES 

All the trees with broad, flat leaves belong to the covered-seed group. 

Most of them drop their leaves in autumn. From buds, new leaves 

develop the following spring. They yield the hardwoods so important for 

furniture, tools, and ships. 

Elm, poplar, birch, beech and linden /lime-tree/ all have broad, flat 

leaves. Oak and maple wood is used in furniture, and from the sap of 

the sugar-maple we get maple syrup and maple sugar. 

Ash, locust, and nut trees have many small leaflets in each leaf. Nut 

trees yield very hard wood, used for tool handles and wagon parts. 

Trees with leaves of heavy, waxy, shiny surfaces include the live oak, 

holly, magnolia, rhododendron, gum and laurel. The flowers of the 

magnolia, rhododendron, and laurel are especially beautiful. Their leaves 

are used for decoration, as are holly leaves. The live oak, a large 

southern tree, does not drop its leaves all at once and stays green the 

year round. 

OAKS are the most important,  the most widely distributed and the 

biggest genus of hardwood trees to be found in the Northern 

Hemisphere. There are also species growing in such places as Japan, 

China and Africa. Most oaks are deciduous, shedding their leaves during 

winter. All species bear acorns, although the shape and arrangement of 

these varies from species to species. The acorn is eaten by birds, pigs 

and many other animals. 



 

 
 

Oaks are famous for their durability. Many species grow to a great age 

and produce wood which is used for a wide variety of purposes (e.g. 

timber for ships, building materials and furniture). 

 

    

    



 

 
 

   

BEECH  

Beech is native to temperate and subtropical regions of the Northern 

Hemisphere. A beech is tall, round-headed, and wide-spreading, with 

smooth, steel-gray bark and toothed, parallel-veined, shiny green leaves. 

The bark is smooth and light gray. The fruit is a small, sharply three–

angled nut (beechnut) borne singly or in pairs. Beeches grow best in 

sandy. The tree canopy casts dense shade, and carpets the ground with 

dense leaf litter, and the ground flora beneath may be sparse. They have 

a shallow, spreading root system which can be often seen partly above 

ground. They are slow-growing but may live to 400 years or more. Beech 

wood is an excellent firewood, easily split and burning for many hours 

with bright but calm flames. As beech wood is durable under water, it is 

valued for indoor use, tool handles, and shipping containers.Beech wood 

is easy to bend, and is often used for making furniture. The fruit of the 

beech tree is a source of food for many animals.  



 

 
 

     

        

 

      

 

BIRCH trees are sometimes called “lady of the woods” because of their 

graceful appearance. They are native to the northern temperate and 

Arctic regions, where they prefer light, sandy, slightly acid soils. Birches 

can thrive in environments where other plants struggle to survive. There 

are around 40 birch species around the world, most of which are found in 



 

 
 

lowlands such as river valleys. Some species known as “weeping 

birches” grow long branches which bend downwards with age. The 

leaves of birch trees are simple, tiny and serrated, and the bark is very 

flaky and papery. Some well-known birch species include: red birches, 

white birches, silver birches, black birches, and yellow birches, all named 

for the color of their bark. 

The Silver birch grows to the height of 18 m, and has a silvery, peeling 

bark. It is a native of Asia and Europe. The Canoe or Paper bark birch is 

native of  North America. It gets its name from the fact that its bark was 

used by North American Indians for their canoes, as well as for roofing. 

These trees have a number of economic uses, ranging from materials for 

furniture to food ingredients. The bark of birch trees is in fact so paper-

like that some cultures have used it for paper. 

    

       



 

 
 

     

    

  MAPLE 

Maple trees are very common in the United States. They grow mostly in 

the North Temperate Zone. Maple trees will vary in size by species (10-

45 m). Maple trees have clusters of green flowers at the end of the 

young shoots. The flowers stand upright, unlike other tree flowers. The 

flowers of maple trees turn into the small fruit of the plants, called 

samara. This fruit will turn into the seeds and grow wings. Many maple 

trees have leaves that are lobed. The leaves vary in size by species. 

Some of the larger maple species have valuable timber, particularly 

Sugar maple in North America. Maple is also considered a tonewood and 

is used in numerous musical instruments. Then it is used as pulpwood 

for manufacturing paper. The Sugar maple (Acer saccharum) is tapped 

for sap, which is then boiled to produce maple syrup or made into maple 



 

 
 

sugar. It takes about 40 litres of Sugar maple sap to make a litre of 

syrup. 

     

   

   

ASH 

It contains 45-65 species of usually medium to large trees, mostly 

deciduous though a few subtropical species are evergreen. The leaves 



 

 
 

are oposite and mostly pinnately compound. The seeds are type of fruit 

known as a samara (A samara is a type of fruit in which a flattened wing 

of fibrous, papery tissue develops from the ovary wall. The shape of a 

samara enables the wind to carry the seed farther away than regular 

seeds from the parent tree.). The wood is hard (a hardwood), dense, 

tough and very strong but elastic, extensively used for making bows, tool 

handles, baseball bats, hurleys and other uses demanding high strength 

and resilience. It is also often used as material for electric guitar bodies. 

It also makes excellent firewood and barbecue or smoking wood. The 

two most economically important species for wood production are White 

Ash in eastern North America, and European Ash in Europe. 
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